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XMAS HOURS
We will be shut for Christmas
from 12 noon on Tuesday 24
December 2019 and re-open at
8.00 am on Monday 6 January 2020.
During this time no one will be available to
dispatch orders.

Couriers will still pick up from us right through
until 24 December 2019.

Please make sure you order your supplies for
the holiday period well in advance of our close
down as there will be the usual freight delays
associated with the holiday demand on couriers.

Please be aware that some of our suppliers will
be shut for extended times over this period and
that some will stop dispatching several days
before they shut for Christmas.

For any enquiries over the Christmas/New Year
period contact Wayne on his cell phone – ph 027
459 1470.

APHIDS
One of our growers has given us some tips on
controlling these insects. They spread rapidly –
so keep a good eye on the crop. Everyone will
get them at some time.
If you spot one – have a good look and you will
see more on the same plant and nearby. The
best action is to remove approximately one
square metre of plants – good observation is key.

If the infestation is quite bad then reach for the
Piritek – making sure your approved handler and
Grow Safe certificates are up to date – this is
important as this is a tracked item and the
location and movement of these products must
be recorded at each stage of their lifecycle.
Please refer to Stockers regarding dose rates,
dumping and withholding period.

A COOL WEATHER CROP
For the lettuce growers – we have a difficult
problem in that we sell more lettuce in the
summer and the fact that lettuce prefer the cooler
growing temperatures of spring / autumn, and
also winter.
Do your best to help your crop. Watch the green
o
house temperature, anything over 30 C is killing
your crop – open everything up – drop some ice
in the tank – if you have a heat pump on your

tank – get it running on its chill cycle. A couple of
degrees drop in the nutrient temperature will
help. Get all of your fans running and reduce the
humidity because tip burn won’t be far away.
Better genetics have reduced the incidence of tip
burn.
Make sure the venturi is working well –
remembering oxygen sits at number 2 on the
basic hydroponic principals list.

GROWER TIP
POTASSIUM DEFICIENCY
So far; this spring has been better than many
years. We talk about this every year – but its just
about the speed with which winter changes to
summer.

Some years the frosts stop suddenly and we go
straight into hot days and warm nights. This year
the change seems to be more gradual, so our
plants are given time to develop more extensive
root systems – and so be able to cope with the

full strength of the sun and the uptake of larger
quantities of water and nutrient. You can have
the best formulation in the world – but if the
season shifts too rapidly from those short, cold,
cloudy, wet days to full on summer conditions
your plants are going to struggle – and it’s the
potassium that will be most affected – it’s a
mobile element and so will be pulled from the

older growth to support the new. Sometimes we
see this as just a slight yellow colour to the crop
– in more extreme cases in the older growth, the
outer leaf margins will die off.
To solve this problem add a little potassium
nitrate – please refer to Stockers.

MAGNESIUM AND NITROGEN DEFICIENCY
Just so you see the complete picture – going
from full on summer to winter type conditions too
rapidly is also going to stress your valuable crop
– and again it doesn’t matter how absolutely
correct the nutrient formula is with the highest
quality ingredients with all of the other things like
(humidity, ventilation, oxygenation, water quality,
seed type) etc, etc right in the ball park, you are
still going to run into problems of a yellowing
crop, not as serious as the potassium deficiency

problems associated with spring – autumn can
be a trying time also.
Magnesium deficiency is easily identified as
interveinal yellowing while the nitrogen will show
as general yellowing of the crop. This again all
applies to the older growth because the elements
are mobile.
Phone or e-mail for more detail – dose rates etc.

SUMMER IS ON ITS WAY
Summer is fast approaching, temperatures are
rising and heat stress will soon be a factor, we
recommend air movement fans for those growing
under structures, these in conjunction with good
ventilation will assist in keeping temperatures
down.

Agronomix will also help. Many of our growers
have agronomix added to their boxed nutrient. If
you are after a little more bulk to your plants you
should try our agronomix, 20 g added to a 20 kg
box of nutrient is all that is required – it goes into
the ‘B’ tank.

Changes from short day (winter) nutrients to long
day (summer) nutrients. We have now made the
change to our summer mixes.

A wash of the floor and general site clean up all
helps, especially removal of old dead materials
from the site, a source of diseases and insects.
This year aphids have been active for most of the
winter, even though it has been very cold.
Fungus gnats are already active, so Vectobac
should be used.

Plants can always do with a boost at this time of
year. We recommend you use SGP (Stockers
Growth Promotant) to give them a lift.

Please pay accounts: Directly to our bank A/c 06-0317-0725026-00 (we NEED your
grower name on the statement) or you can Mail to Stocker Hort & Hydro, 1 Matos
Segedin Drive, Cambridge 3495.

